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Section 1: Overview

Section 1: Overview
The North River Economic Development Committee of the Salem Avenue Business Association

initiated the Salem Avenue Peace Corridor Plan as the next step in efforts to revitalize both
commercial and residential areas along Salem Avenue. Through collaborative efforts among all
stakeholders, the intent is that the plan will eventually encompass the entirety of the Salem
Avenue corridor and proximate neighborhoods from the Miami River northward. The initial
phase of the plan focuses on the North River area (the River to North Street) as the hub of the

Peace Corridor and a gateway to downtown Dayton.

The plan reflects current conditions along the corridor (documented in a 2009 report prepared by
Wright State University Master in Public Affairs students), as well as input from neighborhood
residents and leaders, business owners, and institutional stakeholders gathered during a series of
town hall meetings in 2009 and 2010. Its purpose is to identify overarching goals to guide
redevelopment along the corridor and to outline specific, measurable strategies and actions that
will be completed over the next five years to accomplish those goals. The plan is founded on the
concept of shared destinthe recognition that the destiny of neighborhoods, businesses and
institutions in proximity to the Salem Avenue corridor, as well as the City of Dayton and the
region, are intertwined. Each of these stakeholder groups has a vital role to play in sustained,
comprehensive redevelopment of Salem Avenue as a Peace Corridor.

Background
Salem Avenue has historically served as a major &

corridor connecting West Dayton to downtown and the
of Dayton to its northwestern suburbs and beyond. |
the past thirty years changes in demographic, econor:
social conditions along the corridor and througho
Miami Valley contributed to the loss of business
residents. Abandoned structures are scattered

longstanding, active businesses along the commercial corridor and throughout adjacent
neighborhoods. The once vital commercial corridor located between Riverview and North no
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longer provides goods and services that satisfy local
demand. Conversely, lower population densities and
resident incomes mean that local demand is no longer
adequate to sustain businesses along the corridor.
Housing prices in some adjacent neighborhoods have
declined as vacancy rates have grown; the housing
stock has deteriorated; and consumer preferences for

housing have changed.

Yet there are a variety of critical and unique assef

provide the building blocks for comprehe
redevelopment along the corridor. These assets

the corridordés proxi miti]

x|||

major transportation corridors; its role as a gate |||||

downtown Dayton, West Dayton and the north
suburbs; the unique, historic housing stock and qu
life found in neighborhoods adjacent to Salem A
and the resiliency and commitment of area residents,

community and church leaders, and business owners.

,,,,, a : The Salem corridor provides a gateway to major

< regional institutions such as the Dayton Art Institute,

" Grandview and Good Samaritan Hospitals, and the
» ‘ Dayton Masonic Center. The anchor institutions
= lOcated on the corridor are also critical assets. These
: : include Richard Allen and Longfellow schools, the
Fifth District Police Station, the US Post Office, and

numerous churches and service organizations.

Past and current revitalization initiatives have recognized the importance and potential of the

Salem Avenue corridor. These public and private initiatives include two Rehabaramas (1999 and
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